
Appendix 6 

Scrutiny Management Board Briefing from Chair of 
Cumbria LEP Scrutiny Board 

1.0 Purpose of the Update 

1.1 This report updates Scrutiny Management Board (SMB) on the development 
of establishing the LEP Scrutiny Board.  

2.0 Establishing Local Enterprise Partnership (LEP) Scrutiny 

2.1 It was agreed that Cumbria County Council would provide LEP Scrutiny to 
strengthen and ensure independent scrutiny of the Cumbria LEP. The ‘Review 
of Local Enterprise Partnership Governance & Transparency’ commissioned 
by Government included the recommendation that arrangements needed to 
be in place to monitor both the decision making and achievements of the LEP. 

2.2 Research was conducted into other areas approach and available best 
practice, with the most developed to date being the Heart of the South West 
Local Enterprise Partnership Joint Scrutiny Committee.  

2.3 Following national research recommendations on the way forward were 
proposed to Council.  

2.4 At the Council AGM on 11th April 2019 it was agreed that:  

 The LEP Scrutiny Board shall comprise 14 non-executive members of the 
County Council and six members co-opted by the Committee, one from 
each of the District Councils in Cumbria; 
 

 Insofar as reasonably practicable, the County Council members appointed 
to the LEP Scrutiny Board shall be the same members as the members 
appointed to the Scrutiny Management Board; 

 

 The Chair and the Vice Chair of the LEP Scrutiny Board will be the 
members appointed annually in accordance with Council Procedure Rule 
1.1 (h); 

 

 There will normally be two ordinary meetings of the LEP Scrutiny Board 
Extraordinary meetings may be called from time to time;  

 

 The LEP Scrutiny Board shall prepare a report for submission to the 
Cabinet and/or the LEP as appropriate and shall make its report and 
findings public, 



 The Chair of the Scrutiny Management Board/LEP Scrutiny Board shall 
determine the agenda for the LEP Scrutiny Board.  

3.0 Agreed terms of Reference for the LEP Scrutiny Board 

3.1 The agreed terms of reference for the board are as follows. To review and 
scrutinise: 

 Strategic decisions of the LEP  

 The LEP’s progress and performance in delivery programmes under the 
management of the LEP  

 The delivery by the LEP of its strategies 

3.2 Membership is as set out below: 

 Between 11 and 14 Members excluding Members of the Cabinet, including 
the Chairs and Vice Chairs of the three Scrutiny Advisory Boards and the 
Chair of the Cumbria Health Scrutiny Committee. Substitutes are not 
permitted. 

 A Maximum of 6 co-opted members, one nominated from each of the six 
District Councils in Cumbria. Co-opted members of the LEP Scrutiny 
Board shall be entitled to speak and vote at meetings of the LEP Scrutiny 
Board in accordance with a Scheme (“The Scheme of Voting Rights for 
Co-opted Members of the Local Enterprise Partnership Scrutiny Board”) 
made by the Council on [11 April 2019]. 

 There are no substitute members of this committee. 

4.0 Next Steps 

4.1 A development session will be held in early July (date to be confirmed once 
membership is finalised) where the Board will receive a presentation on the 
work programme of the LEP and then develop the work plan for the LEP 
Scrutiny Board.   

4.2 Meeting dates have been scheduled with the first meeting of the newly 
established Board being 12th September 2019 and contact will be maintained 
with the Centre for Public Scrutiny to keep up to date with national best 
practice as it emerges.  

5.0 Conclusion 

5.1 Arrangements for the LEP Scrutiny have been confirmed and agreed at 
Council. District Councils are currently in the process of nominating their 
members to be co-opted on to the Board and LEP Scrutiny meeting dates 
have been scheduled.  

 


